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Synopsis

Often the finest artists do not make the best teachers. Many frustrated college students of art know
this all too well as they suffer through unstructured classes with inexperienced teachers or graduate
student instructors. In these situations, it is easy to blame the teachers. But the problem is largely
institutional: most students graduating with MFAs from art schools receive little if any instruction in
teaching art. If you find yourself in this predicament as teacher or student, this book is for you.The
first book to provide a comprehensive guide for teaching college-level art, The Art of Teaching Art is
the culmination of respected artist and instructor Deborah Rockman’s two decades of teaching
experience. Believing that drawing is the backbone of all of the visual arts, she begins with a
complete explanation of drawing concepts that apply to any subject matter, e.g., composition,
sighting processes, scaling techniques, and methods for linear and tonal development. She then
illustrates these concepts with step-by-step methods that easily translate to classroom exercises.
Next, she applies the drawing principles to every artist's most important and challenging subject, the
human figure. After an extended section on understanding and teaching perspective that explores
illusionistic form and space, the focus of the book shifts to the studio classroom itself and the
essential elements that go into making an effective learning environment and curriculum. From
preparing materials lists and syllabi, to setting up still-lifes, handling difficult classroom situations,
critiquing and grading student artworks, and shooting slides of student artworks, she leaves no

stone unturned.
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Customer Reviews

"In thirty- six years of teaching all aspects of drawing to students aspiring to become artists and
teachers, | have labored my way by trial and error to conclusions Deborah Rockman outlines so
very clearly in her THE ART OF TEACHING ART. With high tuition costs, students have the right to
demand sensitive and informed instruction even from teachers just beginning their career. This
comprehensive compendium of the arcana of studio teaching is invaluable. The special difficulties of
revealing the possibilites and limits of perspective are well presented; insights | thought all my own |
find in this book."-R. Richard Gayton, Drawing and Painting Professor, California College of Arts and
Crafts"A much-needed guide to the teaching and learning of important areas of foundation drawing.
The book’s explication of sighting, scaling, and perspective methods is particularly useful. Also, the
emphasis on teaching methods of visual measure and the need for a translation process between
2-D and 3-D seeing is welcome. The focus on these issues will encourage many teachers to go into
much greater depth than is the usual practice. Rockman provides enough information and detail to
aid teachers in creating classroom assignments and for students to practice these techniques
without a teacher. | have always believed that, particularly in art and design, teaching and learning
are intimately interrelated activities and that one important way of leaning a subject matter is to
teach it. The Art of Teaching Art encourages teachers to be students and students to imagine being
teachers." --Bill Fasolino, Foundation Chairperson, Pratt Institute School of Art & Design"Rockman
demystifies the process of perceptual drawing by comprehensively providing practical methods and
strategies for measuring visual experience. The book includes lucid explanation of proportion,
perspective, composition and metaphor to space. An excellent, clearly illustrated introduction to the
teaching of the visual arts, The Art of Teaching Art is a pleasure for artists, students and teachers
who are interested in the project of approaching representation of nature. In fact, the well-organized
treatment and wealth of information, illustration and defining vocabulary may well become a
handbook for professionals working in this arena of the visual arts." --Thomas Cornell, Professor of

Art, Bowdoin College

Deborah A. Rockman is Professor of Art in the Foundation and Fine Arts Department, Kendall

College of Art and Design.

Was purchased for a class for someone else. Learning to be a art teacher.Was shipped quickly.

Having taught classes as a graduate student and now, as a part time lecturer at a state university, |



have found this text to be excellent as essential support, a course framework, and a terrific reminder
of everything | need to remember in my own artwork, as well as necessary knowledge for my
students. Teaching any art course necessitates thorough art knowledge as well as solid

pedagogical skills, which most art graduate students and new faculty simply do not have. "The Art of
teaching art" provides a strong resource for this unfortunate but common situation. | highly

recommend it!

This book has a detailed and useful chapter on perspective. The chapters are filled with examples
of student work. Besides that it has good examples of syllabi and materials lists, and | used it the
first semester | taught to put together my syllabi. It has a high utility, and | find myself digging

through the bookshelf once or twice a semester to brush up on something.

Helpful - So much text though, and all B&W. Dot points would have sufficed. Also there are things

that could have been included - like a section on landscapes or coloured sections / plates.

Deborah Rockman has absolutely put together an invaluable tool for those that teach art. All bases
from drawing essentials such as proper sighting methods to post graduation career counseling are
covered in this comprehensive text. A must have for the libraries of new and experienced professors

alike.

Very good as reminder of tips and techniques to improve the looks of drawings. A very useful

section on perspective.

| chose this book, along with many others, based upon the very informative reviews. The results

were good and the student did well on graduate exams. Thanks all...

| am presently an art student working toward my degree in teaching college level art. This book is a
wonderful source of information for both art students and teachers. The topics are covered very
thoroughly and in an understandable fashion. Some of the topics covered in this book are: sighting
(excellent content on sighting), principals of composition, value, space and depth, the human figure
and anatomy, gesture drawing, portraiture, perspective (very, very well done), establishing a
classroom environment, preparing group critiques, diagnosing problems in student work, suggested

homework assignments, preparing a slide library, building a resume, and much, much more. Every



chapter is extremely well written and contains a wealth of information. It presents a solid foundation
for those of us who will be entering the teaching field of art, and for those of you already in it. This
book will help you reinforce your art skills, along with prepare you for the ability to teach the

knowledge that you have to others. | would give this book 10 stars if it were permitted.
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